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ACE Board Chair 0s

Dear Friends:

Welcome to the first issue of The ACE Report!

The Alameda Corridor-East Construction Authority was estab-
lished to mitigate the impacts of significant increases in freight
rail traffic in the San Gabriel Valley due to surging trade at the
San Pedro Bay ports. The ACE Project consists of safety up-
grades, completed at 39 crossings, and grade separations (where
the road goes over or under railroad tracks) at 20 of the most
congested crossings. Construction is complete for the first five
grade separations and underway or already funded for the next five projects. The re-
maining 10 grade separations will be funded from state transportation bond funds, Los
Angeles County Measure R sales tax funds as well as federal and other funds which are
being sought.

Hon. Tim Spohn

Two of our projects under construction include the Sunset Avenue grade separation
project in the City of Industry/Los Angeles County and the Temple Avenue train diver-
sion project in the City of Pomona. In 2010, we anticipate awarding construction con-
tracts for the Baldwin Avenue grade separation project in the City of El Monte and the
Nogales Street (South) grade separation project in the City of Industry/Los Angeles
County. It is an exciting time for ACE and we are pleased to be able to share our pro-
gress with you. With this e-newsletter, we look forward to giving you a closer look at
some of the highlights of the ACE Project and updates to our active and future construc-
tion projects. If you have would like to subscribe (or unsubscribe) to the future updates
of The ACE Report, please visit the ACE website at www.theaceproject.org or call the
ACE Project Helpline toll -free at (888) ACE-1426.

Sincerely,

e

Hon. Tim Spohn
Chair, ACE Construction Authority Board of Directors
Councilman, City of Industry
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ACE CEO Rick Richmond
honored with Achievement Award

Rick Richmond, CEO of the ACE Construction Authority, was honored this summer
by an engineering trade association with an annual award recognizing those leaders
who achieve significant progress on the largest infrastructure projects in the region
while facing daunting fiscal and engineering challenges. Mr. Richmond was pre- [
sented with the 2009 fAEngineering Achifj
banqguet of the Los Angeles County Chapter of the American Council of Engineering
Companies of California. The professional trade association represents consulting
civil engineering design, surveying, geotechnical engineering, and testing and in-
spection firms.

.. . . Then -Caltrans  District 7
Past recipients of the award include Congressman Adam Schiff, Los Angeles Countypirector Doug  Failing

Supervisor Mike Antonovich, Steve Soboroff, Chairman and CEO of Playa Vista, presents Rick Richmond with
Roger Snoble, former CEO of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transit Authority t h e 2009 fiEngi
and, a decade ago, the founding board members of the ACE Construction Authority. Achi evement Award.

Please join the ACE Team in congratulating Mr. Rick Richmond for his exceptional
leadership and commitment to the ACE Construction Authority!

Congressmember Judy Chu tours
ACE Project construction sites

This summer, ACE Board Chair Tim Spohn and staff met with newly-
elected Congressmember Judy Chu at her district office in El Monte to
discuss the Baldwin Avenue grade separation project and project
funding issues. Congressmember Chu and her legislative staff alsg
participated in a van tour of the ACE grade separation projects in El
Monte and City of Industry to get a firsthand look at completed, ongo-

ing and planned construction projects. Congressmember Chu ex-
pressed her strong support for ACE in her new capacity at the federal
level.

In particular, she joins her San Gabriel Valley congressional col-

leagues in seeking federal funding for the ACE Project through the Six |y

-year surface transportation authorization bill and also took the lead Rep. Judy Chu with ACE Board Chair

in circulating a San Gabriel Valley delegation letter of support for Tim Spohn and CEO Rick Richmond.

ACEG6s application for federal stimulus discretionary
the Baldwin Avenue project. The letter was signed by Congressmembers Chu, Dreier, Miller, Napolitano and Schiff.
Competition for funding will be keen as applications seeking more than $50 billion nationwide were submitted for
the TIGER program, which has $1.5 billion available to award. The Department of Transportation has announced
that applications will be evaluated as soon as possible and funding decisions made no later than January 2010.
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ACE approved to receive $400M in Measure R funds

The MTA Board of Directors in October unanimously adopted a Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) for Los An-
geles County which includes $400 million in Measure R highway funds for the Phase Il ACE grade separations. Thes
unds are to be allocated starting with the current fiscal year amount of $42 million, which was previously approved

or programming following ACE staff request, through the final year of allocation for the ACE Project, estimated as
Fiscal Year 2017. MTA staff has indicated they will return to the MTA Board in January 2010 with a programming

document consistent with the funding amounts and schedules adopted in the 2009 LRTP. This funding will be signifi-

cant to the success of our project, and ACE would like to thank Supervisors Molina and Antonovich and Councilman
Fasana for their advocacy on our behalf at MTA.

Cal Poly Pomona engineering
students tour ACE projects

During the summer months, ACE staff conducted several tours
of the Sunset Avenue grade separation project and the Temple
Avenue train diversion project for Cal Poly Pomona engineer-
ing students. The groups consisted of roughly 20 students and
the class instructor. The engineering students were provided
an opportunity to meet and talk to the construction manage-
ment staff and safety environmental consultants. With their
full personal protective equipment in place, the participants of
the tour were taken to the construction zone on Sunset Avenue
Students listen to safety instructions prior to the and Temple Avenue and walked through the project site. The
start of the tour. focus of the tour included soil conditions, spur work, and an
overview of the construction project.

ACE assists EI Monte Police with SWAT/SERT training

In the past couple of months, ACE has been working with the
El Monte Police Department to provide use of ACE-owned va-
cant properties located on Baldwin Avenue for Special Weap-
ons and Tactics (SWAT)/Special Emergency Response Tea
(SERT) training. The properties were acquired as part of the
Baldwin Avenue Grade Separation Project. The officers con-

ducted tactical movement activities and simulation exercises
utilizing the properties for "breaching" training which includes

kicking in doors and the use of diversionary devices to gain
entry into the properties. The properties have been or will be
demolished to make way for the grade separation project (se¢
project details on page 6).




